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Biodiversity



The term biodiversity (from
“biological diversity”) refers to
the variety of life on Earth at all its
levels, from genes to
ecosystems, and can encompass
the evolutionary, ecological, and
cultural processes that sustain
life. 

What is Biodiversity? 



Biodiversity includes not only
species we consider rare,
threatened, or endangered but
also every living thing—from
humans to organisms we know
little about, such as microbes,
fungi, and invertebrates.

What is Biodiversity? 



Biodiversity is important to most
aspects of our lives. We value
biodiversity for many reasons,
some utilitarian, some intrinsic.
This means we value biodiversity
both for what it provides to
humans, and for the value it has in
its own right.

Why is it so important?



Utilitarian values include the many
basic needs humans obtain from
biodiversity such as food, fuel,
shelter, and medicine. Further,
ecosystems provide crucial
services such as pollination, seed
dispersal, climate regulation,
water purification, nutrient
cycling, and control of agricultural
pests.

Why is it so important?



The intrinsic value of biodiversity
refers to its inherent worth, which
is independent of its value to
anyone or anything else. This is
more of a philosophical concept,
which can be thought of as the
inalienable right to exist.

Why is it so important?



Over the last century, humans
have come to dominate the
planet, causing rapid ecosystem
change and massive loss of
biodiversity across the planet.
This has led some people to refer
to the time we now live in as the
“anthropocene.” 

Bad and Good news



The good news is that it is within
our power to change our actions
to help ensure the survival of
species and the health and
integrity of ecological systems.
By understanding threats to
biodiversity, and how they play
out in context, we can be best
prepared to manage conservation
challenges. 

Bad and Good news



Start your journey towards a
greener and sustainable city.

 
Visit the website and become a
future leader of the transition

https://www.amnh.org/research/center-for-biodiversity-
conservation/what-is-biodiversity 

https://en.reset.org/knowledge/urban-gardening-%E2%80%93-transforming-our-cities-grey-green-02282019
https://en.reset.org/knowledge/urban-gardening-%E2%80%93-transforming-our-cities-grey-green-02282019

