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Over the last 25 years, cities

globally have grown in size by an

area equal to that of Ireland

(Melchiorri et al., 2019). 

59% of cities have also seen an

increase in land consumed per

new resident. As recognised by

the SDG target 11.3.1, the

efficiency of land use is key to

enhancing inclusive and

sustainable urbanisation. 
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There is a growing need to optimise the use

of public space. Indeed, within urban

context, public space has a key role to

make cities liveable. The concept of public

space is hard to define and has vastly

different features and elements depending

on the geographical and cultural context. In

general a public space is anywhere

accessible to gather people together on a

public basis. (UN-Habitat, 2013)



Public space makes room for

play, social interaction, creativity,

economic activities and

entertainment, the very things a

city thrives on.

Among public spaces, urban green spaces can

have a multitude of benefits: hosting birds and

bees, providing cleaner air, allowing water to

infiltrate the soil, and reducing the impact of

heatwaves. 



A city’s task in providing quality

public space for its citizens lies

not only in reserving sufficient

areas but also in ensuring that the

conditions – such as maintenance

and management – enable it to be

used to its full potential.



https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thefutureo

fcities/space-and-the-city#the-chapter 

Start your journey towards a

greener and sustainable city.

 

Visit the website and become a

future leader of the transition

https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/thefutureofcities/space-and-the-city#the-chapter

